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SELECTMEN’S ACCOUNTS. 


CASH RECEIVED. 


1861. 
March 18. Received of R. F. Hastman, cash from the 
treasury, $222.82 
«18. Received of R. F. Hastman, in receipts, 420.18 
April 10. R. F. Eastman, collector for 1857, 17.00 
Soi 2D Abby A. Stone, borrowed money, 150.00 
May 6: Samuel Page, 25.00 
June 13. Abby A. Stone, borrowed money, 250.00 
ae AS. G. W. Thompson, liquor, 22.00 
eeu 133 G. W. Thompson, commission 
over-paid, 6.50 
Prey abesa Abby A. Stone, borrowed money, 50.00 
LE oi State literary money, 100.80 
July 17. Town of Salisbury, 300.17 
Sept. 5. Abby A. Stone, borrowed money, 3800.00 
i 6: Town farm, for oxen sold, 90.00 
oh Watson Dickerson, borrowed money, 100.00 
a9 93. 6c <4 66 66 100.00 
Oct. 21. Geo. W. Thompson, on note, 100.00 
Feb. 19. R. F. Eastman, collector for 1857, 13.60 
ae 20. H. A. Weymouth, from sales of 
liquors, 128.36 
fei D0): Railroad tax, 242.60 
120. County of Merrimack, for the sup- 
port of County Paupers, 416.87 
a 20! Benjamin Cilley, collector, 2729.50 
petra, 20): sf “State tax, 246.40 
de NE is “¢ —s County tax, 682.69 
tir 20% as «¢ abatement of tax- 
es, 1860, 32.36 
oe 20. eS ‘¢ abatement of tax- 
es, 1861, 18.22 
She le a “¢ over taxed, 42.24. 


ee 


$6807.31 


\Y 


by 
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OLD DEBTS NOT REPORTED LAST YEAR, CON- 


1861. 


Feb. 


March 4. 


6¢ 


TRACTED PRIOR TO FEBRUARY 20, 1861. 


as 


Paid J. D. Sleeper, clerk’s fees, by J. M. Shir- 


ley, 

Moses Stevens, for breaking road, — 

George Hobbs, for plank, 

H. W. Kilburn, for breaking road, 

KH. C. Merrill, for repairing highway and 
bridge, 

Clark Durgin, clerk’s fees from 1858 to 
1861, 

Butterfield & Shirley, balance due for cash 
paid and services rendered from October 
1855 to July 1860, as appears by 
ledger, 

Aaron Wait, for two days’ attendance at 
Concord, State vs. Wm. Day, 

J. M. Shirley, for making papers and get- 
ting county pauper money, 1861, 

Wm. H. Edmunds, for services rendered 
Moses Dolby in the year 1860, 

Frank H. Swett, for lettering and dating 
two bridges, 

Daniel M. Davis, for breaking road, 

Enos Sleeper, for breaking roads, 

J. Minot, services rendered in 1857, 

Minot & Mugridge, for services rendered on 
the Raccoon hill road case, 

H. A. Weymouth, for medical attendance 
on John Davis, from June 14, 1860, 
to March 20, 1861, 

Daniel Downs, for plank delivered in 1860, 

Enos Sleeper, for work on highways in 
1860-61, 

Pike & Barnard, execution in favor of Na- 
than Kilburn and others, Raccoon hill 
road case, 

H. A. Boardman, balance due from liquor 
agency for 1860, 


_ John Fellows, for plank delivered and ser- 


vice rendered in 1860, 
Fogg and Dustin, land damage, 
Josiah P. Tucker and others, land damage, 
Hliphalet Shaw, land damage, 
Ziba Severance, land damage, 


54.00 
10.00 
15.00 
4.00 
75 
3.50 
7.00 
5.00 
44.00 
27.65 
1.89 


7.00 


26.78 
244.00 


18.87 
56.00 
18.00 
175.00 
200.00 


oo 


5 
Paid debts against poor establisment, as follows : 
Feb. 29. Paid John Emery, for medicine for paupers, 5.00 
March 11. George Hobbs, for 12 bushels rye delivered Nae 
Feb. 14, 1861, 12.00 sa eer ee 
ae UE John Emery, for services as warden for one ! 

year, ending March 20, 1861, 200.00 
April 21. Wm. 8. Marstin, for goods delivered the 

poor establishment up to Feb. 20,1861, 87.86 
Sept. 6. Watson Dickerson, note against poor estab- 

lishment, given Dec., 1860, 73.18 

$1375.08 
OLD DEBTS. 

1861. 


Feb. 26. Paid H. G. Graves, for services as Auditor dur- 
ing the year ending Feb, 20, 1861, $1.00 


Be) 20k i. G. Graves, on note, 12.28 

ai. 26. J. B. Kendrick, for groceries for John 
Davis, 1.69 

ST R. 8S. Eastman, for time and expenses to 

Concord, to get reports printed for the 
year ending Feb. 20, 1861, 4.85 

eS aa oe Wm. H. Edmunds and Wm. B. Emery, 
expenses to Sanbornton on pauper case, 75 
March 1. John Proctor, for wood for John Davis, 1.25 
Jaane J. B. Kendrick, for postage stamps, 36 

By eS G. Parker Lyon, for binding school re- 
ports, .60 

Ria 4, — A. Morgan, for medical services render- 
ed Stephen Cilley’s family, 10.00 

“4 town of Orange, for the support of Ste- 
phen Cilley’s family, 23.00 

‘Seeae -~ KR. F. Hastman, for time and expense to ~ 

Orange, on account of Stephen Cil- 
ley’s family, 5.85 

«, 4 town of Sanbornton, for the support of 
Hannah Brown, 1.00 

Br 4 Hannah Rollins, for the support of Han- 
nah Brown, 2.00 

i ky | Wm. Butterfield, for printing town re- 
ports for the year ending Feb. 20,1861, 37.50 

ead), R. F. Eastman, for one day correcting 
check-list, 1.25 
#9 S. S. Moulton, for dinners, .50 

eee R. F. Eastman, for two days recording 
reports, 2.50 


March 9. 
14, 
Cs. 
AA 
ry eos 

1861. 

March 13. 
Jee hse 
hOB. 
eps 

one OT 
Ri 2a 
Any te 
Ja ay 
ne rags 

May 7 

G 
is 
re 

June 12. 

12. 

July 19. 
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Paid Wm. H. Edmunds, for correcting check- 


Paid 


list, 
J. B. Kendrick, for groceries for J. Davis, 
John Proctor, for wood for John Davis, 
town of Upper-Gilmanton, for the sup- 
port of Jesse H. Bennett’s wife, 
town of Salisbury, for the support of 
Samuel Sleeper’s wife, 
§ 


EXTRA PAUPER BILLS. 


Wm. H. Edmunds, for services rendered 
Philip Cilley’s family, 

Jonathan Kiniston, for digging grave for 
Philip Cilley, 

¥. C. Shaw, for services rendered Philip 
Cilley’s family, 

J. B. Kendrick, for sugar for Philip 
Cilley’s family, 

George Shaw, shirt for Philip Cilley, 

Hale Shaw, for services rendered and 
articles furnished Philip Cilley’s fam- 
ily, 

Clarke Durgin, for coffin for Philip Cilley, 

Car-fare to Vermont for two Currier chil- 
dren, 

E. G. Graves, for fare and expenses to 
Orange, on pauper business, 

J. B. Kendrick, for goods furnished John 
Davis, 

©. B. Willis, for medical attendance on 
Bruce boy, (small-pox case) 

C. E. Foot, for goods delivered to Mrs. 
Glines, 

David Buckman, for services rendered 
and articles furnished Bruce, (small- 
pox ease) 

Mrs. and A. W. Glines, for boarding and 
nursing Bruce boy, (small-pox case) 
town of Claremont, for the support of 

Enoch Rollins and wife, 


\ Thomas Haley, for time and expenses 


to Claremont, on pauper case, 
Thomas Haley, for time and expenses to 
Bristol and Sanbornton, on pauper case, 


$118.86 


$4.00 
1.00 
7.50 
18 
1.00 
6.90 
6.50 
2.50 
2.95 
3.00 
50.00 
4.96 


10.00 
41.00 
23.32 
7.85 
2.00 


Aug. 


Feb. 
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Paid expenses to get guardian appointed for 


Benjamin Kimball, 

Isaac A. Hill, register of probate, for 
Benjamin Kimball, 

judge of probate, for Benjamin Kimball, 

town of Orange, for the support of Ste- 
phen Cilley’s family, 

S. 8. Moulton, for coffin for A. J. Seavey’s 
child, 

Betsy Spaulding, for services rendered 
John Davis’ family, 

S. 8. Moulton, for coffin for John Davis, 


“=A. Morgan, for medical attendance on 


Stephen Cilley’s family, 

Nathan Woodbury, Jr., for assistance ren- 
dered John Davis, 

Franklin Pettengill, for wood for John 
Davis, 

Dr. Wilson, for medical attendance on 
Ellen Cilley, 

G. W. Cilley, for assistance rendered 
John Davis, 

J.B. Kendrick, for goods delivered Betsy 
Spaulding, 

J. B. Kendrick, for goods delivered A. J. 
Seavey, 

J.B. Kendrick, for goods delivered John 
Davis, 

Jacob Fifield, for the support of Wm. 
Sanborn for one year, ending April 1, 
1862, 

Lucien A. Follansbee, for the support of 
K. K. Sargent one year, ending Jan. 
1, 1862, 

town of Salisbury, for help rendered 
Philip Cilley’s family, 

Nathan Cole, for board of Ellen Cilley, 

H. A. Weymouth, for medical services 
rendered John Davis, 

H. A. Weymouth, for medical services 
rendered Chester Spaulding’s child, 
H. A. Weymouth, for liquor furnished 

John Davis, 

Jonathan Kiniston, for digging grave for 

John Davis, 


1.00 


$384.02 


8 
EXTRA HIGHWAY. 


22. Paid John Clay, for lumberand labor on bridge, $3.68 
28. Joseph A. Rowe, for plank, 1.97 
27. Ira Long, for plank, 3.45 
W200; D. Gilchrist, for powder, 3.68 
26. William 8. Marston, for spikes, 32 
30. Henry Finney, for labor on highway, 9.00 
21. Eliphalet Shaw, for increased land dam- 
ages, as awarded by referees, 85.00 
21. Cyrus Hobbs, for building road, 44.07 
4, / Charles Shaw, for building culvert, 3.00 
10. George Kiniston, for building road, 98.51 
1. George Kiniston, for labor on road, 10.00 
Ae Green Greeley, for plank, 4.80 
12. A. B. Durgin, for plank, 11.90 
14. / Sanborn Shaw, for building culvert, 2.25 
14. , ¥ Thomas Haley, for building culvert, 1.00 
14. / > for building abutment for the White bridge, 149.01 
14. .. for rubbling pier at the White bridge, 11.00 
5. & Benjamin Tucker, for labor on Mountain 
road, 10.00 
16. J. D. G. Tucker, for labor on bridge, 2.00 
20. Cilley & Kiniston, for building bridge at 
Cilleysville, 75.00 
20. Cilley & Kiniston, for plank, 6.40 
rag Amasa Clark, for labor on highway, 2.75 
10. Alfred Weare, for labor on bridge and 
Philbrick road, 6.00 
10. Cyrus Gookin, for plank, 6.26 
16. George Hobbs, for plank, 8.18 
3. Franklin Avery, for plank, 4.54 
10. Benjamin Cilley, for plank, 4.28 
am Levi Mory, for damage to ox from defect 
in bridge, . 8.00 
11. S. W. Sargent, for building culvert, 3.00 
14. Carlos Tilton, for work on bridge and 
Philbrick road, 7.06 
12. N. Emerson, for plank, Lie 
13. Jacob Weare, for labor on bridge and 
Philbrick road, 9.55 
18. ©. B. Hilton, for labor on highway, 1.92 
13. Lowell Brown, sharpening drills, .28 
18. J. W. West, for labor on highway, 40 
13. A. 8. Edmunds, for labor on bridge and 
Philbrick road, 12.20 
15. KE. G. Chase, for lumber, 13.30 
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Feb. 15. Paid Harvey Durgin, for land to widen highway, 2.00 


sollte $55 
COMERS Ss 
eo. 15. 
915. 
cone. LS) 
op 18. 
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(e119: 
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ms 20: 
Dec. 18. 


J. W. Elkins, for plank, 

C. E. Finney, for breaking road, 

Thomas Haley, for plank, 

Josiah Sawyer, for labor on bridge, 

H. 8. Clay, for drawing stone and build- 
ing abutment on Plain bridge, 

H. 8. Clay, for plank and covering-stone, 

Moses Stevens, for breaking Currier road, 

H. G. Graves, for labor on highway and 
bridges, 

John Fellows, for plank, 

G. S. Ellis, damage sustained from defect 
in highway, 


6.79 
5.60 
Hed 
5.60 
13.50 
6.50 
1.25 


5.90 
6.92 


4,50 


Alfred Weare, for breaking Philbrick road, 8.70 


Carlos Tilton, for breaking Philbrick road, 
K. C. Merrill, for building culvert, 

C. W. Cole, for powder, 

Ira Long, for plank and breaking road, 
Samuel P. Brown, for plank, 

William S. Marston, for spikes, 


CURRENT EXPENSES. 


Paid John Proctor, for use of hall, 


H. F. Eastman, treasurer fees, 

C. W. Cole, for paper, 

B. W. Sanborn, for books and stationery, 

for postage stamps, 

H. C. Dugan, for globes, 

Granite Mutual Insurance Company, for 
application and policy on town farm 
buildings, 

for envelopes, 

S. S. Moulton, for public watering-place, 

K. G. Graves, for car-fare and expense 
at Concord on road case, 

referees on Raccoon hill road case, . 

Thomas D. Little, for perambulating town 
line 

Simeon S. Moulton, for use of hall, 

Bi. G. Graves, for horse hire out of town, 

W. W. Flanders, for taking affidavit, 

Williard A. Emery, for damages, as award- 
ed by the referees for highway being 
blocked with snow, 


4.60 
1.50 
1.05 
8.91 
1.80 

.68 


$711.74 
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18, Paid referees on Willard Emery’s case, 


board at the time of reference, 

G. Parker Lyon, for check-lists, 

B. W. Sanborn, for stationery, 

Watson Dickerson, for taking affidavits, 

H. A. Weymouth, for interest on borrow- 
ed money, 

Clark Durgin, for services as town-clerk, 


Clark Durgin, for paper for poor establish- 


ment, 

Clark Durgin, for cash paid clerk of the 
court for returns of the Raccoon hill 
road, 

Clark Durgin, for public watering-place, 

John Fellows, for making transfer papers, 

for postage stamps, 


“Thomas Haley, for cash paid for board 


while taking inventory, 

G. W. Thompson, for commission allowed 
on brandy returned, , 

H. C. Dugan, for books furnished indigent 
children, 

H. C. Dugan, for services as superintend- 
ing school committee, | 

Nathan Woodbury, Jr., for cash paid for 
record books, 

Nathan Woodbury, Jr., for services as 
town-clerk for the year i861, 

Benjamin Cilley, collector’s fees, 


A. §. Edmunds, for horse hire out of town, 


A. 8. Edmunds, for services as selectman, 
K. G. Graves, for services as selectman, 


Y¥ Thomas Haley, horse hire out of town, 
\ Thomas Haley, car-fare and expenses out 


of town, 
Thomas Haley, for services as selectman, 


¢ Thomas Haley, for board and horse-keeping, 
Benjamin Cilley, collector, abatement of 


taxes for 1860, 


Benjamin Cilley, collector, abatement of 


taxes for 1861, 

Benjamin Cilley, collector, for bank stock 
over-taxed, 

Howe’s nonresident highway tax, 

Shaw’s ce (79 6¢ 

A. Whittemore’s nonresident highway tax, 


George and Willard Emery’s nonresident 


highway tax, 


Cj Puri a ia i 
<”°o0 
. Ga 
1 aoe 
a? ? 
Feb. 20. Paid nonresident highway tax on John Mory are" 
pasture, 2.40 “Ay | 
lems enemas Haley, treasurer’s fees, 23.50 7 at 
$630.97 i. 
STATE AND COUNTY TAX. | A4, 
1861. / 
Aug. Paid County Tax, $682.69 Bist! 
Nov. 30. State Tax, 246.40 Q |} Je 
$020.09: a 
LAWYERS’ FEES. 
1861 
May 7. Paid L. W. Fling, for services in the Page case, ie 08 
July 8. Pike & Barnard, for counsel, .00 
“29. J. Minot, ey 00 
Jan. 11. J. M. Shirley, for Mes services rendered @ 
the town from Aug. 25, 1860, to Jan. eS 
11, 1862, as per bill rendered, 72.00 « 
Feb. 20. Minot & Mugridge, for counsel and term-fee, 11.00 | ee 
| $05.08 iy ea 
MONEY PAID FOR TOWN FARM. ie 
1861 
April 9. Paid Wm. H. Edmunds, for two cows, $60.00 | sty ae 
Sept. 6. John Emery, warden, 16.82 2 ge 
Nov. 20. Benja. D. Cilley, for steers for town farm, 951.00 © 2 ; 
smareey Ode. Wm. Annis, for butter-firkin, 75, sae 
Feb. 20. C. W. Cole, balance of account against rie. 
town farm, 11.04 gee 
20. Wm. 8S. Marston, balance of account against ie y 
town farm, 202.88 — 
in, 20: John Emery, cash to pay sundry bills ey 
against town farm, 29.27 
Bae. 20: John Emery, for services as warden of town — 
farm for the year ending March 26, 
1862, 225.00 
$096.76 
PAID SCHOOL DISTRICTS. 
District No. 1. Paid Aaron Cilley, 2d, $40.16. 


nw No. 2: K. G. Kiniston, 75.27 
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District No. 3. Paid John Quimby, 135.87 
Aen NO, A, Aaron Cilley, Jr., 64.08 
Pee NG, Moses Stevens, 78.07 
Rare NG nt, Joseph A. Rowe, D7.47 
SONG. it John Clay, 2d, 114.65 
COPRORNIO SA Jonathan Weare, 57.74 
SETI. ie Benjamin Tucker, 28.64 
ATM ce AEP Joseph Brown, 159.28 
es No. 1h. Josiah Sawyer, 6.56 
ey No.2. Silas C. Fifield, 44.09 
“a Fea Fs Franklin Avery, 8.41 
ay No. 1s Augustus Shaw, 46.49 
SN. MLD. George W. Dudley, | 62.56 
$969.27 
PAID OUTSTANDING DEBTS. 
1861. 
Feb. 27. Paid town of Claremont, for the support of 
Enoch Rollins and wife, $32.00 
March 9. School district, No. 12, 15.32 
Sept. 5. Abby K. Swett, on note, 300.00 
25. Deborah Tilton, on note, 190.00 
$537.32 


CASH PAID LIQUOR AGENCY. 
Feb. 20. Paid H. A. Weymouth, for brandy from G. W. 


Thompson, $22.00 
20. cash for liquors, 197.36 
$219.36 

RECAPITULATION. 


The whole amount of money received by the selectmen, for 
the year ending February 20, 1862, is $6,807.31 


AMOUNT PAID OUT. 


Paid old debts, not reported last year, contracted prior to 
February 20, 1861, $1,375.08 
old debts, 118.86 
extra pauper, — 384.02 


Paid extra highway, 711.74 
current expenses, 630.97 
state and county tax, 929.09 
lawyers’ fees, 95.08 
money paid town farm, 996.76 
school districts, 969.27 
outstanding debts, 537.32 
cash paid liquor agency, 219.36 

$6,567.55 
Cash in the treasury, 239.76 
$6,807.31 


REPORT OF LIQUOR AGENCY. 


Inquor agency commenced operations June 18th ;—at the end of 


eight months stands as follaws: 


Dr. 


1861. 

June 13. To brandy from G. W. Thompson, 
cash paid for liquors, 
eight months’ salary of agent, 


Cr. 


Feb. 20. By cash paid into the treasury from sales, 
amount of liquors on hand, 


Leaving balance against the agency, at the 
end of eight months, of 


OUTSTANDING DEBTS. 


Due Jonathan French, on note, 
EK. G. Graves, = 
William B. Emery, guardian for William Brown, 
Deborah Tilton, on note, 
Watson Dickerson, “ 
Abby K. Swett, i 
Samuel Swett, os 
Abby A. Stone, es 
jt A rey rer PL 


a 
a 


. } ff 
L- UP Ok. Nh Lae 


$22.00 
197.56 
33.35 


$252.69 


$128.36 
118.50 


$246.86 
$5.83 


$342.59 
1,378.00 
434.60 
100.00 
2,078.02 
1,030.21 
174.44 
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Due H. A. Weymouth, liquor agent, 33.38 

Hliphalet Shay for breaking Raccoon hill road for one 
year, 5.00 
$7,013.55 

DEBTS DUE THE TOWN. 

Due from Benjamin Cilley, collector, $300.00 
George W. Thompson, 396.66 
John Wadleigh, 50.86 
R. F. Bastman, collector for 1857, 29.40 
R. F. Eastman, error in last year’s report, 16.50 
Cash in the treasury, 239.76 
$1,033.18 
The town is now indebted, above what is due, $5,980.37 


E. G. GRAVES, of 


THOMAS ves} Selectmen 
A. 8S. EDMUNDS, ) Andover. 


AUDITOR’S REPORT. 


I have examined the Selectmen’s accounts for the year 1861, and 
find that the receipts from February, 1861, to February 20, 1862, is 
$6,807.51, and the amount paid out is $6,567.55. Cash in the 
treasury, $239.76. All of which is properly vouched for and cor- 


rectly cast. ie 
C DC 7, Gf pectevte | 
Shel) hee SAMUEL SWEPT, Auditor. 

j , z. S ? ) . atin V - Caw tt} sah J 7 oes on a Lb sin Lt y 4 A behehens 
C by) b ? & 1 Lares Pg ot Zoe Aiepit 5-3 ZA Se al if . 


REPORT OF TOWN FARM FOR THE YEAR ENDING 
FEBRUARY 20, 1862. 


Dr. 
To amount of property on hand, as per inventory, February 
20, 1861, $1,230.87 
amount of property bought for the farm, 135.44 
cash paid from treasury, 596.76 
$1,963.07 
96 ee SB 
a we bs ie OF 
ey } hah 
bo? >! 


v~ “fF 


a 
; 
15 
Cr. 
By amount of property on hand, as per inventory, February 
20, 1862, $959.48 
amount of property sold from farm, 237.28 
amount received for board of county paupers, 416.87 
$1,613.58 
Leaving a balance against the farm of $349.49 


o Ge ’ Poor. 
A. S. EDMUNDS, 
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REPORT 


THE SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE 


OF THE 


TOWN OF ANDOVER. 


To the Town of Andover: Your committee reports the following: 


1. By a vote of the town, $25 was appropriated for the purpose 
of purchasing globes for the use of the schools. To this $9.57 
was added, through the efforts of J. M. Shirley, Esq., mainly by 
private contributions in District No. 3, to obtain a globe of a larger 
size for that District. 

Accordingly, your committee purchased of Messrs. Dutton & Co., 
of Boston, twelve superior six-inch globes, for $24, and one twelve- 
inch globe, for $11.25. These globes retail, the former at $2.25, 
and the latter, $12.50. -The expressage being added, they cost us 
but $2.06 and $11.63 respectively. 

This makes a valuable addition to the apparatus of our school- 
rooms. Ata glance the pupil is able to get an idea of the form of 
the earth and the relative position of the divisions of land and 
water, and also how the seasons are affected by the annual movements 
of the earth. 

To complete this department, we need a good set of mural maps. 

2. To obviate the inconvenience arising from the great diversity 
of text-books used, it was veted that your committee should recom- 
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mend the books to be used, and that his decision should be binding 
for five years. It is useless for me to say how difficult such a task is 
to perform, imposed on one who is not himself a practical teacher: 
and how reluctant your committee has been to exercise such a pre- 
rogative; for no one who has not had the duty to perform will 
understand any thing about it. Nevertheless, it is some thing that 
needs to be done. Our schools suffer more, perhaps, from the want 
of a systematic course of study, and a good and thorough classifica- 
tion of the scholars, than almost any other cause. I hold that it 
would be a matter of economy even, to take of the money appropri- 
ated to the schools, and buy those books necessary to classify the 
scholars in the best manner, and to reduce the length of the term 
accordingly, rather than to tolerate the jargon of books now used. 
Stinginess is not always the surest economy. The man that would 
reap with a dull sickle, to save the time of whetting, exercises a poor 
economy. ‘To render this plain, let us suppose a case similar to a 
majority of the schools of this town. In District No. 1 twenty-four 
scholars and twenty recitations, which gives only twelve minutes for 
a recitation—only twelve minutes to each scholar in each study! If 
he is pursuing three branches, he gets thirty-six minutes of attention 
each day! Now classify this school, so that we have but twelve 
recitations each day, and we have thirty minutes to a recitation, and 
one hour and a half to each scholar, instead of thirty-six minutes. 

Classification, therefore, is a thing of the first importance, and to this 
a uniformity of text-books is necessary. This is of more importance 
than that we should have this or that book. There is not so much 
difference between school books as teachers and publishers would 
have us believe. Teachers prefer the books they are accustomed to 
use, and publishers recommend those they have for sale. Your 
committee have sought, therefore, to retain, as far as possible, the 
books already in school. The following are the text-books he would 
recommend : 


Worcester’s Speller, 
Af Dictionary, 
Town’s Progressive Readers, 
Greenleaf’s Common School Arithmetic, ' 
Brown’s Grammars. 
Quackenbos’ Histories. 
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Of the Geographies he will not speak confidently. He has ex- 
amined Cornell’s series and is prepared to say that they are a fine set 
of Geographies, but isnot prepared to ask their introduction, as he 
has not compared them with those already in the schools. 

He would call special attention to Worcester’s Speller. It should 
be in every school. Also, to his small Dictionary, which can be pur- 
chased for two shillings. No pupil should be without one at his 
side. A larger edition for teachers can be had for about 75 cents, 
and no teacher should risk his pronunciation without one. Two 
things are most inexcusably neglected, both in the schools and by the 
teachers — correct spelling and correct pronouncing. The former 
receives a little attention, but in one school only has your committee 
seen an attempt at teaching orthoépy. 

Another neglect is History. Out of 323 scholars attending school, 
it will be seen that only ten have studied history! Is it any wonder 
that our country is in trial when the blood of our fathers is forgotten 
by her children? Is it any wonder that the nation must experience 
again the throes of a “new birth” when the past is wiped out by 
neglect? The basis of a free government is the public schools, and 
until these become what they should, national in character, develop- 
ing the national man, no free government can long continue. Most 
scholars enter school with the simple idea of learning to teach instead 
of learning to become useful and intelligent citizens. Hence the 
neglect of those studies which make the men for the times. This 
is a work for the parent. Let the answer be to the questions, 
‘¢ What are you going to make of John?” “a citizen!” ‘ What 
are you educating Thomas for?’ “a cirizen!” and then we may 
hope for our country. And the past is the teacher of the present. 
We can not ignore the history of times and things gone by, without 
danger to the present. What has been, under similar circumstances, 
will be again. The laws of God are eternal and irrevocable. The 
world is a colossal man receiving its education. Cut the link of 
history at any given period and he starts a babe at that period. 

It is to be hoped, therefore, that the history of the United States, 
and of other nations and times, will be freely studied in the common 
school. Let it even be made a reading book, till all the scholars 
become as familiar with the incidents of our country, as they are 


with the stories of the Fourth Reader. : 


Upon the whole, the schools are in a fair condition. Our teach- 


’ <a 
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ers, however — some of them —need to learn system. The training 
of a Normal School is what they want to make them efficient in- 
structors. It is not every one who can answer every question put to 
them in grammar or arithmetic, that knows how to teach. 

Several of the districts have improved their houses; but Nos. 5, 
6, 8 and 10, are too bad altogether. It is to be hoped that measures 
will be taken immediately to construct new houses for these districts. 
It is barbarous and cruel to compel the children to sit in them six 
hours each day ; and unmanly to ask a teacher to occupy one of them. 
No. 7 needs arrangements for ventilating. A hint is sufficient. 

For statistics relating to the schools, see the annexed tables. 


H. 0. DUGAN, 


S. S. Committee of Andover. 
ANDOVER, Feb. 21, 1862. 
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